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How I created cheapest 
Wordpress
1. Create lightsail instance

Go to the Lightsail homepage and click “Create instance”. If you don’t have an AWS 
account, follow the link to create the account first. 
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Select the region where is nearest from your location. For the instance image, You 
could just select Wordpress in Apps + OS but I selected Ubuntu 18.04 LTS OS Only 
option because I want to setup Wordpress from the scratch. 
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Click “Change SSH key pair” if you select the platform and blueprint

Click “Create New” and click “Create”. 
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Click Generate key pair and you will download it. (Save it in safe place)
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Select the key pair that you just created and choose your instance plan. You could 
choose $3.5 plan if you don’t use heavy memory consuming plugins or multi 
WordPress websites. 

Click “Create instance” and wait for the instance be running
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Click “Networking” and “Create static IP”
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Select your instance and create.

2. Connect to instance
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Go back to the Connect and Click “Connect using SSH” or If you want to connect to 
your Linux or Unix instance using SSH in terminal, go to the directory where you 
saved the private key of the key pair that is being used by your instance and 
command:

sudo chmod 400 private-key.pem 
 
ssh -i ./private-key.pem username@public-ip-address 
# my command for example 
ssh -i ./wordpress_key.pem ubuntu@3.96.81.103

3. Install LEMP stack
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We created and connected the instance so far. Now I’m going to install Nginx, 
MySQL, and PHP to Install WordPress.

# update Ubuntu 
sudo apt update  
 
# install nginx 
sudo apt install -y nginx 
 
# check nginx is successfully installed  
sudo systemctl status nginx

# Install MySQL package (select Yes to restart services) 
sudo apt install -y mysql-server

# Install MySQL secure 
sudo mysql_secure_installation
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Press “y”

I suggest “2” for strong password validation policy.

asdsasd
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Create the password, remove anonymous users, disallow root login remotely, remove 
test database, and reload.

Install PHP

 
# install PHP 
sudo apt install -y php-fpm 
# install PHP packages  
sudo apt-get install php7.2-mysql php7.2-curl php7.2-json php7.2-cgi php7.2-xsl php7.2-zip

Configure 
If you successfully installed all packages, I’m going to configure nginx default website. 
Open the default file by using nano

sudo nano /etc/nginx/sites-available/default

Scroll down to “pass PHP scripts to FastCGI server” and uncomment(delete #) like 
this. 

# pass PHP scripts to FastCGI server 
location ~ \.php$ { 
include snippets/fastcgi-php.conf; 
# With php-fpm (or other unix sockets): 
fastcgi_pass unix:/var/run/php/php7.0-fpm.sock; 
#       # With php-cgi (or other tcp sockets): 
#       fastcgi_pass 127.0.0.1:9000; 
}

Correct version to php7.2. (NOT php7.0-fpm.sock)

# pass PHP scripts to FastCGI server 
location ~ \.php$ { 
include snippets/fastcgi-php.conf; 
# With php-fpm (or other unix sockets): 
fastcgi_pass unix:/var/run/php/php7.2-fpm.sock; 
#       # With php-cgi (or other tcp sockets): 
#       fastcgi_pass 127.0.0.1:9000; 
}
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Press Ctrl + X, y, and enter to save without changing filename. 

restart nginx server

sudo service nginx restart

Create sample .php file
I’m going to create sample php file to check if php works. I created info.php file and 
paste one command line:
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sudo nano /var/www/html/info.php

<?php phpinfo(); ?>

Ctrl + X, y, and enter to save. Now, you 
can direct to `youripaddress`/info.php
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If you can’t see this page, check if you correctly write info.php file or install php 
packages. If you can see this page, congratulations! you are good to install 
WordPress!

Install WordPress single website

Create WordPress database

# login in mysql as root 
sudo mysql -u root -p
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Enter the password and copy and paste this command on MySQL

CREATE DATABASE wordpress DEFAULT CHARACTER SET utf8 COLLATE utf8_unicode_ci;

Check database is sucessfully created

show databases;

Done!

Create User
I’m going to create database user. Replace ‘NEWUSER’ and ‘NEWPASSWORD’ to 
strong password.
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CREATE USER 'NEWUSER'@'localhost' IDENTIFIED BY 'NEWPASSWORD';

Grant all priviliege to user and check 

GRANT ALL ON wordpress.* TO 'NEWUSER'@'localhost' IDENTIFIED BY 'NEWPASSWORD'; 
 
#check  
SHOW GRANTS FOR 'NEWUSER'@'localhost';

Don’t forget to refresh privileges before exit.

FLUSH PRIVILEGES; 
 
exit;

Install WordPress

# direct to tmperory directory 
cd /tmp 
# install wordpress file 
curl -LO https://wordpress.org/latest.tar.gz 
# unzip 
tar xzvf latest.tar.gz 
# copy sample config php file to wordpress 
cp /tmp/wordpress/wp-config-sample.php /tmp/wordpress/wp-config.php 
# copy to nginx root directory 
sudo cp -a /tmp/wordpress/. /var/www/html/wordpress/ 
#grant privilege to nginx 
sudo chown -R www-data:www-data /var/www/html/wordpress 
# 
sudo chmod -R 755 /var/www/html/wordpress/ 

Configure wordpress server

sudo nano /etc/nginx/sites-available/wordpress
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server { 
    listen 80; 
    listen [::]:80; 
    root /var/www/html/wordpress; 
    index  index.php index.html index.htm; 
    server_name  example.net *.example.net example.com example2.org; 
 
    client_max_body_size 100M; 
 
    location / { 
        try_files $uri $uri/ /index.php?$args;         
    } 
 
    location ~ \.php$ { 
         include snippets/fastcgi-php.conf; 
         fastcgi_pass unix:/var/run/php/php7.2-fpm.sock; 
         fastcgi_param SCRIPT_FILENAME $document_root$fastcgi_script_name; 
         include fastcgi_params; 
    } 
 
 
} 

Replace server name ‘example’ to your domain name. 

Unlink default symbolic link

sudo unlink /etc/nginx/sites-enabled/default 
 
sudo systemctl reload nginx

You should see this message.

Wordpress configuration
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sudo nano /var/www/html/wordpress/wp-config.php 

Replace like this

Secret key
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Scroll down to Authentication unique keys and salts and replace to new key.

Delete all that I highlighted and paste the key on it

sudo systemctl reload nginx
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Done!


